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This event is being held on the lands of the Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung people. It was taken from them 
without a treaty process, consent, or compensation, and sovereignty was never ceded. 

We wish to acknowledge them as the Traditional Owners and Custodians of these lands and 
waterways and would also like to pay our respect to their Elders past, present, and emerging, as well as 
to all First Nations communities who significantly contribute to the life of this area and Elders of other 
communities who may be with us today.

The project we are talking about today, Moomba Park Wetlands, is located on the Merri Creek. Merri 
Merri means “very rocky” in Woi-wurrung, the traditional language of this Country.



• Merri Creek Constructed Urban Wetlands 

Feasibility Study (2009) - BMT

• Watermap (2015)

• Large scale WSUD opportunity and feasibility 

study across the Moreland municipality 

(Alluvium) (2015)

• Integrated Water Management Strategy 2040 

(2020)



Outcome 4: Healthy Waterways

IWM Action Plan 2020 -2025

• Action 4.1 ”Undertake functional design and costing of identified large scale 
WSUD projects e.g. Somerlayton*, AG Gillon Reserve Precinct (AG Gillon 
Reserve, Gilpin Park, Clifton Park, Raeburn Reserve, Brunswick Park), Fran 
Street wetland or Box Forest retarding basin” 

*Somerlayton = Moomba Park site



Map of GPTs and large scale WSUD 
treatments. 

Moomba

Quantitative Measure - 4.1 -  
Total area of new catchment 
treated (target 200 ha in five 
years) and total cumulative 
area.



Gavin Park Wetland, 
Pascoe Vale  Jones Park Wetland, 

Brunswick East 

Merri-Edgar Confluence 
Wetland, Coburg North



Opportunity

• Underutilised open space 

• Drainage upgrades in adjoining neighbourhood

Objectives 

• Treat stormwater 

• Passive recreation and amenity

• Frog habitat and biodiversity



• The project was implementing an action from the 

Integrated Water Management (IWM) Strategy 2040 

and the Five-Year Action Plan: 2020/21 -2024/25. 

• Council’s annual IWM WSUD implementation budget 

(approx. $350k).

• Melbourne Water Liveable Communities, Liveable

Waterways grant funding  (August 2021).

• Successful Grant - $385k. 

• Total construction cost approx. $900k.



1. 2015 - Large Scale WSUD study (Alluvium)  - identified Moomba Park as a priority site WSUD. 

2. 2018 - Somerlayton Crescent - council drainage upgrades including option for diversion pipe.

3. 2020 - Concept design was completed in August 2020. 

4. 2020-2021 - Detailed design (Design Flow) .

Collaboration with subject matter experts - Melbourne University and Melbourne Water to make sure the 

design of the habitat for Growling Grass Frogs aligned with the latest research and best practices.





• Community consultation mid 2021 on concept design. 

• 500 letters were sent to local residents and shared via online platforms.

• Pop-Up in person event at Moomba Park. 

• The Merri Creek Management Committee (MCMC) have also been 

extensively consulted and contributed to the design phase of this 

project.

• Council also engaged broadly on the Fawkner Parklands plan which 

included various water sensitive initiatives. 

• We have received significant feedback on restoration of natural 

habitats and lots of support for the construction of wetland.



I strongly support the proposed wetland project which will greatly 
enhance the environment, bio-diversity, and beauty of the local area 
and add to the health of the whole Merri Creek natural corridor. Good 
for frogs. Good for our mental health and well-being. And it gives me 
hope that we can improve things for our children and their children

I really like the idea of helping with the recovery of threatened 

species and creating a natural cooling mechanism in urban 

areas. It's great also that we can walk and enjoy the space.

I am so excited by this idea. The Merri 
Creek parklands throughout Fawkner 
have suffered from neglect for a while, 
and this kind of revitalising project that 
has so many benefits is exactly what we 
need.

Wonderful to learn about native animals. 

Excellent.



A Cultural Heritage Management Plan was prepared for the project. 

Three Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung Cultural Heritage Aboriginal Corporation 
elders were involved in the CHMP process, which included meetings between 
Merri-bek City Council and Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung elders. 

CHMP requirements:

• Test pits to the depth of excavation 

• 2 site visits during earthworks for observation





Wetland 
Site



• The Growling Grass Frog (Litoria raniformis), is a 

species of ground-dwelling tree frog native to 

south-eastern Australia.

• Growling Grass Frog is listed as a threatened 

species in Victoria. 

• Individuals have been previously recorded in Merri 

Creek, downstream of Moomba Park. 

• Wetlands are important habitat for these frogs,



• habitat loss,

• drought,

• diseases such as chytrid fungus,

• predatory fish that eat eggs and tadpoles, and

• changes to stream flows and quality.



• The wetland includes purpose-built habitat for 

Growling Grass Frogs. It has rocky edges and 

shallow water areas for sunbaking, deep water 

areas to hide from predators, and grasses and areas 

for breeding and food hunting. 

• The area is enclosed by a small see through fence 

to help protect the frogs. 

• It also provides habitat for many bugs, insects, 

invertebrates, frogs, waterbirds, and reptiles.











Planning phase

• Land ownership – DEECA.

• Soil removal/distribution.

Construction phase

• Dust suppression.

Scope

• Signage design.

• Don’t forget to celebrate and tell people about it!

Legacy

• Ongoing monitoring of water quality and habitat. 

• Keeping the frogs and other animals there. 



Wetlands

Feasibility for 4 more sites (shown with red crosses) – Upper Moonee Ponds Creek:

• Fran Street Park;

• Kingsford Ulm Smith Reserve;

• K W Joyce Reserve; and 

• Moonee Boulevard Reserve.

Stormwater Harvesting 

• Dunstan Reserve (Contract to be awarded in May 2024).

• Brunswick Parklands (Detail Design to be completed June 2024 – Construction 
planned 25/26).

• Feasibility/Concepts for 3 sites Oak Park Reserve, De Chene Reserve, CB Smith 
Reserve.



Naomi Clarke 

Integrated Water Management Lead

nclarke@merri-bek.vic.gov.au

Sylvie McLean

Integrated Water Management Officer

smclean@merri-bek.vic.gov.au
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