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Project Drivers 

• Targeting a gap in 

planning controls 
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Project Overview 

• A desktop study – identifying ‘hot 

spots’ of auto wreckers and 

materials recycling businesses. 

• Water quality testing at 10 

stormwater drain locations and 3 

creek outfalls for heavy metals 

and hydrocarbons – baseline and 

impact. 

• Face-to-face education visits at 

220 businesses during the 2016 

education program. Discussed 

stormwater knowledge, site-

specific management practices. 

• Provided an educational flyer, 

comprising illustrative pictures of 

good / bad site management and 

written in Plain English. 

 Map of project hotspots removed  

 as project is ongoing. 

 Contact Council for spatial 

 information. 
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Project Approaches – Education is Key! 

Do you know where 

the stormwater 

drains go to? 
 

Correct Answer: 42.7% 

Incorrect Answer: 57.3% 
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Project Approaches – Education is Key! 

Do you know what is 

allowed to go into a 

stormwater drain? 
 

Correct Answer: 80.9% 

Incorrect Answer: 19.1% 
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Passive Sampling 
10 ‘Suspended Particle Samplers’ were deployed into drainage pits across Campbellfield and Craigieburn. 

These were replaced weekly, for four weeks. Sampling took place in April, August & October. 

3 sediment samples were collected at 3 points along the Merri Creek. 
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Project Successes 

• Stormwater monitoring showed that 

the CCEB program was associated 

with some improvements in 

stormwater quality. 

• Collaboration! Planning 

Enforcement, Local Laws, Waste, 

Drainage, Research, Engineering, 

Statutory Planning, Melbourne 

Water, CAPIM, EPA, Local 

Government… 

• The industrial business community 

is more engaged in the planning 

process, advocating for 

environmental protections. 

• Face-to-face education gave the 

industrial community the opportunity 

to raise general concerns with 

Council. 
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Project Challenges 

• Industry-specific flyers may 

improve understanding. 

• Flyers showing site remediation 

and pollution prevention products 

like spill kits and sediment filters 

may improve uptake of solutions. 

• Formal training in a classroom 

setting was not so effective for this 

community – difficulties for small 

business to disrupt activities. 

• Education alone does not always 

result in businesses committing to 

better site management – 

enforcement may be required. 
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Where To Now? 

• Continued engagement in three additional ‘hotspots’ in Campbellfield 

and Craigieburn, to improve water quality in both Merri Creek and 

Merlynston Creek. 

 

• Ongoing collaboration with Planning Enforcement and other Council 

departments, agencies and Local Government. 

 

• Development of further educational materials.  

 

• Continued advocacy and knowledge transfer.  
 


