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Policy context for stormwater management in Victoria



3

Improving Stormwater Management Advisory 
Committee

• Established by Minister for Planning in April 2018 to 
provide independent advice to Government on 
stormwater reform (through planning system and 
more broadly)

• Provided 18 recommendations to Government in 
August 2018 which included:
• Planning reforms (3) – immediate reforms, satisfying 

Part A of the Terms of Reference (ToR)
• Future policy directions (7) longer term policy 

directions, satisfying Part B of the ToR
• Supporting actions (8) – actions to ensure successful 

implementation of Part A planning reforms, satisfying 
Part B of the ToR.
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Victoria’s stormwater planning requirements 

Future development: estimated impervious 
area 2020-2050



Development Type

Residential 
subdivision

Apartments

Commercial and 
industrial subdivision 

(zones 1, 2 and 3)

Public use, park and 
recreation

Special use, 
comprehensive 

development, priority 
development, capital 

city, docklands

Residential 
multi-dwelling
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Clauses

56.07

53.18

53.18

53.18

55.07 OR 58.03

55.03-4 -
Permeability

Building With 
Subdivision?

Building Without 
Subdivision?

53.18-4 
(Standards W1)

& 
53.18-6 

(Standards W3)
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Planning Advisory Note No. 75
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Implementation steps currently underway 

• Capacity building and implementation support 
• Tool for small development assessments (review 

of STORM)
• On lot stormwater management (6Star review)
• Development of Offsets framework
• The EPA’s BPEM Review
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Capacity building initiatives

• Online decision support tool (for applicants and 
assessors) on how to comply with stormwater 
management requirements

• Technical case studies providing step by step guidance 
and advice 

• Checklists to provide a snap shot summary of 
information requirements to support applicants and 
assessors

• FAQ information sheets
• Free online training modules
• Industry planning working group
• Further training for:

• Planners
• Local government
• Land development industry (proponents and 

consultants)
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